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     In archeological research it is generally appropriate to consider what one would do if one in fact had the evidence one is using archaeological evidence to estimate. What, in other words, would we do, if we had complete settlement pattern maps of the Fayyum over the last 9000 years?

     In its broadest context our research in the Fayyum has been concerned with the problem of agricultural origins.  The general and parallel evolution of agricultural economies in manya reas of the old and new worlds, after millions of years of hunting and gathering way of life, remains one of the great problems of anthropological archaeological analysis.  Nearly a century of organized research on this topic has clarified many aspects of this problem, but we still have much to learn.  Current debates center not only on the mechanisms by which agricultural economies appeared but also on the very terms in which we can hope to investigate such phenomena.  David Rindos (1984), for example, has argued that the question of why particular plant and animal genera appeared in domesticated forms in a given area at a given time is in many instances not an important--and perhaps not a solvable--question. More important, he suggests, is analysis of the general kinds of mutualistic relationships among plants, people and animals that form the basis of agricultural systems--which he insists are not unique to human interactions with plants ana animals.

     Nonetheless, in our research in the Fayyum we have been concerned with trying to establish the conditions that resulted in the change from hunting and gathering to the partially agricultural economy of the Late Neolithic

 The Chronology of Fayyum Occupations
     We suggest that the gap in the radiocarbon dates for Fayyum occupations is "real" and that there was at least a short term abandoment in the Fayyum. If this had not been the case we would have expected a somewhat different archaeological record






