    The 72 square meters illustrated in Figure x are treated here as a single unit because excavations revealed that most of this area comprises contiguous rooms of a single mud-brick structure.





    No profiles of these units are presented because none of the units was excavated sufficiently deeply to make such profiles informative.  Mudbrick walls were apparent in this area in surface disconformities, even before any surface deposits were moved. Most of the area was unvegetated, prbably because of the depth of the water-table and--more importantly--the thickness of the salt crust in this, one of the higher areas of the site.





    It seems likely but not certain that the burials indicated in Figure  are from periods subsenquent to the occupation of these buildings.  The orientation of these corpses indicates that they were not of the Islamic period, but the absence of grave goods renders it difficult to estimate their ages.  It is certainly possible that these bodies buried beneath the house floors by the occupants of the buildings, this being a well-established tradition in the Middle East, at least in the earlier periods of settled life.  But the shallowness of these burial pits and the fact that they cut through some internal house features suggests a later period.





   Excavations of these various units was primarily a matter of scraping off the salt crust and the layer of decomposed sherds that in most areas of the site was associatd with this salt crust. In some areas the surface had been pitted and subsequently water (rain, presumably) had run into these depressions creating finely laminated strata of silts, clays, and sands of from about 03  to 20 cm thickness. total thickness.


�
     A particularly interesting aspect of this building complex is that the southern face of the trench in 1203E-1070S (Figure x) is deeply burned, to a depth of 14 cm or more.  This burned area extends from just under the paving bricks evident in the form of street that runs along the northern end of the complex to a depth of xx cm.  There seem to be several possibilities here.  It is possible, for example, that this burning was as a result of an oven or kiln in room contemporary with this general complex--although the fact that this oven or kiln would have had to be set below floor level of these units might argue against this possibility.  Alternatively, this burned area may have resulted from an oven or kiln contemporary with buildings of the period preceding that of the main complex of buildings now at the surface of the site.  This reconstruction would require that the oven or kiln was part of an occupation that was levelled and built over by the inhabitants of the buildings to the south of the paved street.  Possibly the inhabitants of this complex dug a pit in 1202-1070 and burned some materials there, whether in an oven, kiln, or some other feature, but the regularity and verticality of the burned area and its exact correspondence to the edge of the brick pavement make this possibility seem remote.





 





    When one considers the fauna found in the rooms formed by these mudbrick walls, there is relatively little to distinguish this area from other excavations at the site.  The frequency of pig bones and the ratio of pigs to sheep and goats seems quite high compared to other areas, but these frequencies are well within expected ranges of variation.  


