 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Unit 1159S-1040E was excavated by Melinda Hartwig and Jo Ann Kris between July 23 and August 20, 1986.  It was selected as part of the stratified random sample.

This unit was heavily vegetated with camel thorn, which was removed along with the salt crust and the underlying few cm of deposits as Stratum I (Figures).  Removal of Stratum I exposed a multicolored surface with substantial numbers of sherds.

Stratum II was of a silty sand and represented the UPL found over much of the site. Stratum III is a dark, thin layer of what appeared to be organic remains mixed with charcoal.  It truncates the levels immediately beneath it, and appears to be the first of three strata that overlay the large pit feature comprising the lower strata. 

Stratum IV is a larger largely unstratified unit with a reddish color that may be the result of burned or eroded sherds.  The matrix is largely sand and contains numerous flecks of charcoal.  Stratum IVa is similar to V but appears to contain less charcoal and is lighter in color.

Stratum V is a silty sand with numerous quartz granules and some sherds.  It is somewhat mottled with barely discernible laminations.

Strata VI and VII are very much like Stratum IV, comprising a largely sand matrix in which is mixed sherds, charcoal, and other cultural debris, and with a reddish color that is the result of decomposed sherds or, possibly, of fire.

   Stratum VIII is similar to IV but contains less charcoal and is lighter in color.

   Stratum IX is a silty sand containing numerous potsherds as well as brick-fragements, including those of the gezira-brick variety--which are a light, alnmost greenish white and incorporate no apparent cultural materials.  Unlike some of the other strata, this unit does not appear to be common kitchen debris. It may be largely composed of redeposited or in situ wall fall.

Stratum X is a layer of silty sand with a slightly greasy texture and moderate densities of charcoal, sherds, and brick fragments.

Stratum XI is also a silty sand intermixed with sherds, brick fragments, and quartz granules.

Stratum XII, in contrast, is a relatively clean silty sand with only a few sherds other other artifacts.

Stratum XIII is a silty sand layer with dense concentrations of large pot sherds and numerous fragments of yellow-brown, and gray brick fragments.

Stratum XIV is quite similar to Stratum XIII except that it contained fewer sherds.

Excavations ceased in this unit before the water-tabel was reached.

In general summary of 1159E-1040S, most of the materials excavated from this unit appared to be successive depositions of household garbage and building debris.  The slope to the strata indicates a pit feature of considerable size.  The fact that the present surface is highest over the bottom of the pit feature may be of some significance.  It appears that garbage and other debris were deposited over a long period and continued even after the surface of the pit rose above the level of the surrounding portions of the community.  

The stratigraphic complexity of this unit and the subtle differences of texture and color that distinguishes what likely were successive depositions of very similar kinds of debris resulted in some mixing of strata during excavation.

Stratum  Munsell Incorporated 

 Value   Sedimentary Units

   (SUs)

 I.   - 1

II.7.5YR 3/21, 2, 3

   III. 10YR 2/14, 5

IV. 10YR 2/15

   IVA. 10YR 2/15

 V. 10YR 3/25

VI. 10YR 3/25, 6

   VII. 10YR 3/25, 6, 7 

  VIII. 10YR 3/25, 6, 7

IX. 2.5Y 3/25, 6, 7

 X. 10YR 2/16, 7

XI. 10YR 3/26, 7, 8

   XII. 10YR 3/27, 8, 9

  XIII. 2.5Y 4/27, 8, 9, 10

   XIV. 10YR 3/29, 10

